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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AINF, SW, UK, NO 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF PENTAGON PAPERS 

1 . DEPARTMENT (EUR/NE) CALLED IN (SEPARATELY) THE UK, 

SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN EMBASSIES ON SEPTEMBER 2 TO INFORM 
THEM OF DECISION TO RELEASE REMAINING PORTIONS OF PENTAGON 
PAPERS. AS POSTS ARE NO DOUBT AWARE, MORTON HALPERIN HAS 
SUED USG FOR THESE PORTIONS UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
ACT. MATERIAL IN QUESTION CONCERNS SWEDISH, NORWEGIAN, AND 
UK ROLES DURING THE LATE 1960'S AS INTERMEDIARIES BETWEEN 
THE US AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

,. DEPARTMENT OFFICER MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: BEGIN 
QUOTE. 
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- WE APPRECIATE THE STRONG VIEWS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT THAT 
THIS MATERIAL, AS IT RELATES TO YOUR INVOLVEMENT, NOT BE 
RELEASED INTO THE PUBLIC REALM. 

- UNFORTUNATELY, SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS IN THIS CASE 
RENDER IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE USG TO CONTINUE THE DEFENSE OF 
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THE SUIT OR TO PROTECT ALL OF THE MATERIAL. 

- WHEN THE MATERIAL WAS INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE IN THE 
1973 PROSECUTION OF DANIEL ELLSWORTH AND ANTHONY RUSSO, 
THE USG REQUESTED IT BE PROTECTED FROM PUBLIC SCRUTINY. 

DESPITE THIS REQUEST, THE COURT ORDERED COPIES PLACED 
IN A PUBLIC READING ROOM, WHERE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC HAD 
ACCESS TO THEM. 

- IN VIEW OF THIS PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE HAS DETERMINED THAT THE USG WOULD NOT BE SUCCESS- 
FUL IN MAINTAINING IN COURT THAT THE DOCUMENTS REMAIN 
CLASSIFIED. 

- ACCORDINGLY, WE HAVE CONSULTED WITH MR. HALPERIN WHO 
HAS AGREED TO SETTLE THE SUIT BY ACCEPTING SLIGHTLY 
SANITIZED VERSIONS. 

- THESE INCLUDE THE GREAT BULK OF MATERIAL, BUT EXCLUDE 
TEXTS OF NON-AMERICAN DOCUMENTS, SENSITIVE COMMENTS BY US 
OR FOREIGN OFFICIALS CONCERNING OTHER OFFICIALS OR 
COLLEAGUES, AND CERTAIN OTHER SENSITIVE PASSAGES. 

- SANITIZED VERSIONS WILL BE HANDED OVER TO MR. HALPERIN 
POSSIBLY DURING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 5. 
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- THE USG DEEPLY REGRETS ITS INABILITY, IN THIS CASE, TO 
PROTECT INFORMATION PROVIDED IN CONFIDENCE BY YOUR GOVERN- 
MENT, INDEED IT WAS IN THE COURSE OF PROSECUTING THE LEAK 

OF THE PENTAGON PAPERS THAT THIS UNFORTUNATE PUBLIC DIS 
CLOSURE OCCURRED. 

- WE WOULD ALSO STRESS, HOWEVER, THE UNIQUE NATURE OF 
THIS CASE, AND THAT OUR ACTION IN NO WAY REFLECTS A DIMI 
NUTION OF OUR DETERMINATION AND ABILITY TO PROTECT SENSI- 
TIVE DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. END QUOTE. 

3. DEPARTMENT ALSO PROVIDED RELEVANT PORTIONS OF SANITIZED 
TEXT WHICHWILLBE GIVEN TO HALPERIN. COPIES POUCHED FOR 
ADDRESSEE POSTS INFO. CHRISTOHER 
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